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Abstract. In Kazakhstan, after gaining independence, as well as in other countries of
the post-Soviet space, the process of legalization of religious institutions began to man-
ifest itself in the form of a stormy “revival”. For thirty years of independence, Islam in
Kazakhstan has acquired a new history, which is determined by the high level and status
of religion in a secular state. Islam became a symbol of not only religion but also of eth-
no-cultural revival, a new system of national consciousness and values. From the first
years of liberation from the ideology of state atheism and the policy of banishing religion
from the social space, there has been a tendency in Kazakhstani society of rapid religious
renewal, a return to spiritual sources that have long embraced the traditions and culture
of the Kazakh people. This article examines the issues devoted to the revival of Islam in
public sphere, the impact of state regulation policy on Islamization, the main trends in
re-Islamization of public life. The study aims to analyze the influence of the revival of Is-
lam and its institutionalization in religious, economic, cultural, and political spheres. This
study applied philosophical, historical, and comparative analysis. The methodological ba-
sis of the work was the scientific works of foreign and domestic scientists.

Key words: Islam, revival, secular, state, institutionalization, government regulation,
influence

Introduction

Contemporary events taking place in Kazakhstan and other Central Asian
countries confirm the relevance of the issues of the revival of Islam, spiritual tradi-
tions, problems of strengthening the national and spiritual unity of the state and its
security. These problems are especially topical now when Kazakhstan is actively
searching for moral guidelines of religious teachings, methods of preventing the

* This article was prepared as part of the funding of the Committee of Science of the Ministry of Education
and Science of the Republic of Kazakhstan (Grant No. BR10965263 "Social modernization of Kazakhstan
society: ideological and ideological foundations, conceptual models, socio-cultural processes, socio-
political technologies").
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“politicization of religion” as one of the most dangerous factors of destabilizing
society, there is an ever-growing interest on the part of young people and other
socially active segments of the population in Islamic values. And this requires a
detailed study based on various theories and concepts, an integrated and inter-
disciplinary approach, makes us look for answers to the questions, what are the
real goals of religious movements and trends? What is the impact of the revival
of Islam on the state of religiosity in the country? How to use Islamic traditions
while not allowing them to become an obstacle to socio-political transformations?
How to re-formulate the requirements of modernity so that they correspond to the
conditions of the country and would be recognized as necessary by all? All these
questions require very careful study.

Methodology

The study examines theoretical formulations that are crucial in explaining the
character and scope of Islamic revival in sovereign Kazakhstan. The goal of the
study to consider the practical influence of Islamic revitalization and refers to the
institutionalization of Islam within religious, economic, cultural, and political es-
tablishments. The study argues, after sovereignty, despite the secular and authori-
tarian character of the administration, ‘Islamic revival’ has become an institution-
alized phenomenon, and its presence and social role in public space has increased
rather than decreased.

In this study were applied philosophical, historical, and comparative
analyses. Scientific works of foreign and domestic theologians were used as a
methodological basis for the work. The scientific methodological foundation of
the report is a dialectical method of recognizing social phenomena.

“Islamic Revival” in the Republic of Kazakhstan after Gaining Sovereignty

It is a natural phenomenon that the process of reassessment of the spiritual val-
ues of some conceptual provisions of various ideological theories and views takes
place with the implementation of the changes. And this is quite comprehensible
because any construction of a new autonomous state as a historical phenomenon
is distinguished by its individuality and identity. In this case, more than ever, the
ability for introspection, the accuracy of forecasting, and the perception of histori-
cal experience becomes crucial.

In general, it should be noted that the conclusions reached by researchers deal-
ing with the question of the influence of Islam on modern Kazakhstani society
divided into two groups. Some are convinced that we should not rely heavily on
religious traditions, but that it is necessary to rebuild the life of the society on
principles and basis that have nothing to do with religion. Others believe that it
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demanded to revive Islamic traditions, without which it is impossible to raise the
spirituality of the people. And yet, it should be noted that the excessive accentu-
ation of the elements of religious life, as well as the denial of any impact on new
phenomena, makes it difficult to understand the inner essence of socio-political
and cultural processes in which traditional values are intertwined and synthesized
with modernity, creating a kind of a contradictory picture, the originality of which
cannot always be understood and embraced by consciousness [1, p. 24].

Islam is one of the largest and most traditional religious formations in Kazakh-
stan. The process of Islamization of Kazakhstan and other Central Asian states as a
result of the “Islamic revival” that began during the period of gaining sovereignty
by the countries of the region was inevitable since Islam never left spiritual life of
the peoples of Central Asia during the years of Soviet atheistic ideology. It lived in
the traditions of the people, despite the fact that there was a break in the chain of
transmission of religious education from father to son, etc. And with the return of
Islam to public life, Islam began to gradually take root in many spheres of public
and private life of the region’s population.

According to official statistics, about 70% of the population identifies them-
selves as Muslims. As stated by sociologists, some part of the people living in
Kazakhstan is apathetic to religion, mainly in the cities and in the northern regions.
The emphasized atheist policy of the USSR pursued in the twentieth century was
decisive and today there are atheists and hesitant people [2, p. 122]. In the opin-
ion of Prof. Dr. S.Edelbay, the religious eagerness of the people of Kazakhstan is
exaggerated. “The process of Islamic revival in Kazakhstan was followed by the
process of revitalization of Islam. The growing number of Mosques, Madrasah,
Muslim schools and Islamic institutions of higher education, Islamic publications,
and well-educated ministers of religion come as evidence of reactivation of re-
ligious life. Nowadays, there are more than 3 thousand Mosques in Kazakhstan
(compared to 63 during the Soviet period). More and more young and middle-aged
people turn to religion. Arab countries invest considerable amounts of money in
the Islamic education of the young. The majority of religious schools and institu-
tions were built with the money invested from abroad”. [2, p. 123]

“More and more believers go on a Hajj to Mecca. The number of Pilgrims
visiting local holy places is growing. Several visits are considered equal to Hajj.
Interest in the Quran is growing. As many believers did not study and can’t read
Arabic, they phonetically transcribed the Quran in Kazakh and learned the texts
aurally. This helps the believers to learn the prayers necessary for the Namaz. The
position of Islam in family matters also grows stronger. Celebrations of Islamic
traditions become an integral part of everyday life of Kazakhs. Most Kazakhs con-
sider themselves Muslims and celebrate at least some part of the rites and rituals.
That concerns the Friday Namaz in a Mosque, religious holidays (Oraza, Qurban
ait), the ritual of circumcision (Sunnat/Sundet), obituary-obsequies rituals and mar-
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riage rituals. Growing importance of religious holidays is stressed by the fact that
children born on those days get names like Aisha, Islam, Ramazan, Medina, Omar
etc.” [2, p. 124]. As we know, at the turn of two centuries, the rise of what was lat-
er called the “beginning of the Islamic revival” in Central Asia (in our opinion, it
would be more correct to use the term “revitalization of religion”, that is, the return
of religion to life). The Islamic faith and related traditions as important elements of
national identity began their revival in the North Caucasus, Azerbaijan, the Volga
region, Crimea, The Republic of Tatarstan, and other regions of the former USSR.
Researchers point out that the general prerequisite for this rise in interest in religion
was powerful socio-political processes that influenced many aspects of society [3,
p. 25]. An important role here was played by the years of “perestroika” and the con-
sequences of the collapse of the USSR, coupled with the gaining of independence
of the former Soviet republics, which allowed, after a short period of time, to unite
spiritual and cultural values with their people, gradually forming ethnic and reli-
gious identity under new conditions. Mosques and temples began to revive.

The number of believers began to grow gradually. Their number especially
increased after the adoption on January 15, 1992, of the Law of the Republic of
Kazakhstan “On freedom of religion and religious associations”, which guaranteed
the right to freedom of religion (Article 1), equality of citizens of the Republic of
Kazakhstan, regardless of their attitude to religion (Article 3), a ban on the organi-
zation of political organizations of a religious nature, etc. [4, p. 1].

This Law reflected significant changes in the state regulation of the religious
sphere in the new socio-economic and socio-political conditions. The new legisla-
tion established the equality of all religions towards the Law, the right of citizens
to determine their attitude to religion. The principle of non-interference of the state
in affairs of religious associations was proclaimed.

The revival of religion is a complex and not devoid of internal contradictions
process. Its development in the depths of individual countries and Muslim commu-
nities has its specific features and characteristics. The course of this process in some
countries is currently leading to increased disunity (for example, Afghanistan) in
others - to the consolidation of the existing state system (Indonesia), thirdly, it
continues to threaten the secular political system (Turkey, Egypt), etc. Of course,
in different countries, process of the revival of religion had and has a different form
and content. And it depends on following main factors:

a) demographic and ethnic composition of the population;

b) historical tradition, expressed in characteristic for given country as a whole
and the peoples inhabiting it, in particular, the ethno-cultural complex;

c) level of socio-economic development, nature and direction of economic
processes in a given period;

d) features of socio-political structure of society and dynamics of its develop-
ment;

172 ISSN 1999-5911. 9.1-Papabu | 1 (77) 2022 www.alfarabijournal.org



1. Nurmoldina, D. Sikhimbayeva. The Revival of Islam in Public Sphere...

e) prevailing ideological “climate” and, in particular, state and functioning of
traditional religious systems;

f) international situation both in the world arena and in a studied region.

All of these factors can be considered only in close interaction and mutual
influence, as it happens in real life.

The Kazakhstani Model of State-Confessional Relationship
and Regulation Policy

Secularity is one of the fundamental principles of functioning of a modern
legal state in Kazakhstan. The principle of secularism enshrined in the Constitu-
tion of our country. It implies non-interference of the state in internal affairs and
canonical issues of religious activity, equal treatment of all religious organizations,
ensuring their equal rights. In turn, religious associations do not assume functions
and tasks of the state. At the same time, the state creates all the necessary condi-
tions for citizens to meet their religious needs. The secular state assumes that social
relations, including education, health care, family, and marriage institutions, are
regulated exclusively by secular law, and not by religious norms. The principle of
secularism does not imply the denial of religion at all, does not violate the rights of
citizens. On the contrary, it is just the same and is necessary to prevent any citizen
of Kazakhstan had not been discriminated against for their rights regardless of their
religious affiliation. Every citizen has the right to be Muslim, Christian, Buddhist,
atheist, or agnostic. Secularism is a prerequisite for a person’s freedom of choice.

Coverage of topical issues of state-religious relations in the Republic of Ka-
zakhstan in the era of globalization is of interest and at the same time difficulty,
since religion as a socio-cultural phenomenon, traditionally claiming a monop-
oly of spiritual life of an individual and society as a whole, is becoming in the
modern world one of the topical areas of knowledge and activity. The problems
of worldview pluralism, the fate of world religions in Kazakhstan, as well as the
activities of Christian and Muslim movements both in the distant past and now are
associated with geopolitical position of Kazakhstan in the system of global world
coordinates [5, p. 96]

Article 1 of Section I of the Constitution of the Republic of Kazakhstan, which
establishes that “the Republic of Kazakhstan asserts itself as a democratic, secular,
legal and social state, the highest values of which is a person, his life, rights, and
freedoms” [6, p. 1], enshrines one of the principles of construction and functioning
of Kazakhstan.

The proclamation of this thesis in the Constitution of the Republic of Kazakh-
stan means that there is no official state religion in the republic and none of the
creeds is recognized as mandatory or preferable. The state is equally tolerant to
Islam and Orthodoxy, to confessions of other faiths.
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The preamble of the Law of the Republic of Kazakhstan “On religious activity
and religious associations” of 2011 states that: “This Law based on the fact that
the Republic of Kazakhstan asserts itself as a democratic, secular state, confirms
the right of everyone to freedom of conscience, guarantees equality of everyone
regardless of his religious conviction ... ““ [4, p. 1].

At the same time, the Law recognizing the remarkable role of Islam in the
Hanafi School and Orthodox Christianity in the history of Kazakhstan. The Law
testifies respect for other religions, and also does not provide any legal advantages
to the named confessions.

It is important to note that the secular foundations of the state structure direct-
ly determine the current principles of freedom of conscience in the republic. The
secular state legally guarantees and ensures the rights of citizens to freely practice
religion disseminate and propagate it.

Freedom of conscience means the right of people, guaranteed by the state
laws, to think and act by their convictions, independently determine their attitude
towards religion and take actions, subject to the established law and order.

Citizens of the Republic of Kazakhstan are equal before the law in all areas of
economic, political, social, and cultural life, regardless of their attitude to religion.

Direct or indirect restriction of the rights or establishment of any advantages
of citizens, depending on their attitude to religion, or incitement of enmity and ha-
tred associated with this, or insult to the feelings of citizens, as well as desecration
of objects, buildings, and places, entail responsibility established by the legislation
of the Republic of Kazakhstan [4].

In Kazakhstan, the state promotes the establishment of relations of mutual
tolerance and respect between citizens, professing religion and not professing it, as
well as between various religious associations.

At the same time, exercise of the right to freedom of religion should not condi-
tion or limit the universal human rights and obligations of citizens to the state. No
one has the right to refuse to perform civic duties based on their religious convic-
tions, except in cases provided for by law.

The secular state carries out legal regulation of the exercise by citizens of the
right to freedom of religion and the activities of religious associations.

Analysis of the constitutional and legal norms of secular Kazakhstan makes it
possible to classify all types of relations between the state and religious organiza-
tions into the following principles and forms of manifestation:

- separation of religious associations from the state;

- equality of all religious associations legitimately operating in the religious
and legal space of the republic;

- secular civil service and local self-government, non-assignment to religious
associations to perform the functions of state bodies;
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- secularism of the education system, except for spiritual (religious) education-
al organizations, separation of the state system of upbringing and education from
religion and religious associations;

- prohibition of religious organizations from direct participation in political
activities;

- the establishment of a special regime for monuments of history and culture,
which are at the same time religious values and shrines.

The fundamental principle of secularism in Kazakhstan is a separation of the
state from religious associations. That means the independence of the state and
state-legal relations from religion and absence of subordination of state activities
to religious associations.

State authorities are formed and operate based on the Constitution of the Re-
public of Kazakhstan and not based on canonical (religious) law.

In Kazakhstan, religious associations are not subjects of political activity;
therefore, they do not participate in state administration, in the formation of state
bodies. At the same time, the Constitution of Kazakhstan does not allow the activ-
ities of political parties on a religious basis.

The departure of religious rites, cult ceremonies, and other events related to
the doctrine may not be carried out in government agencies or accompany govern-
ment activities.

Acts of religious associations cannot be sources of law in Kazakhstan. The
country’s judicial system is also free from the influence of religion and does not
include as an integral part the jurisdiction of religious associations [7, p. 14].

The principle of separation of religious associations from the state does not mean
the omission of religious associations and believers from public life. The state consid-
ers believers to be full citizens of Kazakhstan, and religious associations and believers
are significant participants in fulfilling socially beneficial activities: charitable, cultural,
educational, humanitarian, and cooperates with them in carrying out such activities.

Moreover, the state seeks to involve religious associations in solving social
problems: alcoholism and drug addiction, crime prevention, the organization of
a healthy lifestyle, strengthening the family, creating a high spiritual and moral
climate in society.

The state can provide religious associations with assistance in the reconstruc-
tion or repair of religious buildings and structures, mainly of cultural and historical
value, without direct financing of religious associations

Recognizing non-interference in internal affairs of religious associations and
the right to religious autonomy, the state reserves the right to respond to activities
of believers and religious associations in case of their violation of the legislation of
the Republic of Kazakhstan, causing damage to the legitimate interests of citizens,
organizations and the state as a whole. In such cases, the state takes enforcement
measures provided for by law.
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Thus, secular nature of the Republic of Kazakhstan, being one of the founda-
tions of the constitutional system, complements ideological and political pluralism
with spiritual diversity.

The state’s leadership sought to link Islamic values with a national tradition,
to present religion as a significant component in the history of the people. Support
for religious revival was called upon to ideologically ensure the policy of expand-
ing interstate relations, which is so essential for the prospects for the economic
development of states, to help strengthen cooperation with Muslim countries. It
must be admitted that to a certain extent, it manifested the flexibility of political
methods, an ability to adapt to requirements of the times of the Kazakh leadership,
reviving traditions of the past and establishing a new political system, a new vision
of international relations.

Modern religious life in the country is an internally heterogeneous, up to op-
posite meanings, holistic education. This is determined by the fact, that the process
of religious revival was combined in time with such socio-economic and political
reforms which contributed to the formation of a social structure and worldview that
was non-traditional for Kazakhstani society. On the other hand, the change in infor-
mation regime, the fruits of “glasnost” (publicity) and the first steps towards spiritual
freedom of society made people re-evaluate the cultural heritage of the past. All
these changes in social and spiritual life of society influenced religious orientation of
people. At each of its levels, there was a struggle between various criteria and assess-
ments, selection of values, pictures of religious worldview took place. The processes
of religious revival in many ways became for Kazakhstan, as it were, basic in the
problem of the religiosity of the population. They determine to a certain extent both
the depth of this problem and its content.

Despite objections by the liberal international community, civic activists, in-
ternational and domestic human rights defenders, government control of mission-
aries, release of religious literature and charitable activities has increased. Accord-
ing to the updated legislation, now in the country:

* Muslim organizations of republican level only have the right to conduct reli-
gious training of clergy and publish literature;

* change of jurisdiction also changes status of a preacher, that is, if a clergy-
man moves to a neighboring area, then under new law he is a missionary;

* young people cannot learn from informal missionaries;

* a special questionnaire is conducted for conscripts in the army in order to
identify the degree of their religiosity;

* in correctional institutions, it is forbidden to perform collective prayer, they
monitor replenishment of a list of believers who converted to Islam in a colony
(immediately after the law came into force in the city of oil workers of Atyrau,
with the approval of the prosecutor’s office, a mosque was closed at the local cor-
rectional colony);
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« it is forbidden to perform prayer in state institutions [4, p. §].

The country’s criminal code has also been updated. In response to the spread of
radical ideology, including use of the latest technologies, since 2013 age at which
criminal responsibility for propaganda of extremism and terrorism comes from
16 to 14 years. The article on financing and aiding terrorism has been completely
revised. Violation of the legislation on religious activity and religious associations
is regarded as a criminal offense.

As a result of the complex of the listed and other measures aimed at protecting
spiritual security, the internal political situation in the republic remains stable. At
the same time, tightening of legislation has led to the emergence of risk factors
associated with the activities of clandestine destructive religious movements and
trends.

The Concept of State Policy in Religious Sphere of the Republic of Kazakh-
stan for 2017 - 2020 (hereinafter - the Concept) is a system of official views on im-
proving state-confessional and inter-confessional relations, strengthening secular
foundations of the state and preventing use of religion for destructive purposes [8].

The Concept became the basis for development of state policy in religious
sphere, improving the system of regulatory legal acts, socio-economic, political
and managerial measures to regulate the religious sphere in the country.

Also, the Concept consolidated the efforts of central and local executive bod-
ies, religious associations and civil society institutions to develop state policy in
religious sphere, developed guidelines for development of the Kazakh model of
state-confessional and inter-confessional relations based on the features of histori-
cal and cultural heritage of the Kazakh people.

The following interesting activities can be noted that will be carried out within
the framework of the Concept or are proclaimed to it:

« civil servants, including those in leadership positions, cannot openly demon-
strate their religious convictions in a collective, force subordinate employees to
participate in activities of religious associations;

* propaganda of religion is not allowed in the system of law enforcement, spe-
cial bodies and the Armed Forces;

* canonical issues of religions are covered only by the mass media established
by registered religious associations;

* students must comply with dress code requirements;

* students will be provided in studying process only with scientific knowledge
about religions;

* religious associations and their representatives in their activities should not
urge citizens to refuse medical assistance in situations where medical intervention
is necessary in the interests of preserving the health and life of a person;

« all religious associations in Kazakhstan should ensure that their representa-
tives recognize state symbols, national and state holidays and respect them;
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* carrying out a marriage ceremony according to religious rules should be
carried out only after marriage is registered with authorized bodies in the manner
prescribed by law;

* the state will ensure transparency and clarity of organizational, financial, eco-
nomic and preaching activities of religious associations operating in the country;

* prevent use of religious pilgrimage for penetration and dissemination of
ideas of destructive religious movements [8, p. 6].

A new stage of development, which Kazakhstan has entered today, urgently
requires development of state policy to maximize the involvement of moral, politi-
cal and intellectual potential of Islam in the process of democratic transformations
in the country. The new format of relations between the state and religion should
not imply a gross ousting of Islam from politics, but the direction of its political
activity in a channel that meets the interests of the state.

The effectiveness of the state approach will be higher if the parameters of
Islam’s participation in politics receive an Islamic justification, if this partici-
pation is based on the positive principles of Muslim political and legal culture,
adapted to the conditions of a secular state. In other words, the authorities should
influence the development of a political concept by Islam that would meet state
interests.

At the same time, Islam is a significant factor in international life. The pros-
pects of Kazakhstan’s cooperation with Muslim countries and its role in the mod-
ern world largely depend on the state’s policy in this direction.

Institutionalization of Religious Activity in the Republic of Kazakhstan

1) The Law on Religion

The modern institutionalization of religious activity in the country was
marked, first of all, by adoption of the Law on January 15, 1992 “On Freedom of
Religion and Religious Associations”, which was subsequently (October 11, 2011)
was supplemented and adopted as the Law “On Religious Activities and Religious
associations ” [4].

For example, the preamble of the law says: “This Law is based on the fact
that the Republic of Kazakhstan asserts itself as a democratic, secular state, con-
firms the right of everyone to freedom of conscience, guarantees the equality of
everyone regardless of his religious beliefs, recognizes the historical role of Hanafi
Islam and the Orthodox Christianity in the development of culture and spiritual life
of the people, respects other religions that are combined with the spiritual heritage
of the people of Kazakhstan, recognizes the importance of interfaith harmony, reli-
gious tolerance and respect for the religious beliefs of citizens.” [4].

2) The establishment of state regulation of religious activities.

The Committee for Religious Affairs
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To implement the legislative framework and exercise state control in the field
of religious activities of Non-Governmental Organizations, on December 30, 2005,
by the Decree of the Government of the Republic of Kazakhstan No. 1319, a state
body was established in the person of the Committee for Religious Affairs under
the Ministry of Justice of the Republic of Kazakhstan, which was then transferred
to the Ministry of Culture. On May 18, 2011, the Committee was removed from
the Ministry and reorganized into the Agency for Religious Affairs of the Republic
of Kazakhstan [9]. At the moment, it acts as a Civil Society Committee under the
Ministry of Information and Social Development of the Republic of Kazakhstan.

The Agency for Religious Affairs was a central executive body, not part of the
Government, exercising state leadership in the field of ensuring interfaith harmony,
the rights of citizens to freedom of religion and interaction with religious associ-
ations, as well as, within the limits stipulated by law, cross-sectoral coordination
and other functions in sphere of activity, referred to its competence.

A policy of moderate balance between state control and development of reli-
gious Non-governmental Organizations

3) Creation of a dialogue platform in the field of religious activity. Congress of
Leaders of World and Traditional Religions.

One of the first heads of state, who boldly and openly declared that pure re-
ligion is not in the place of terrorism and that all sorts of “isms” are not inherent
to Islam, was N.A. Nazarbayev. First President of the Republic of Kazakhstan
took the initiative of the forum of world and traditional religions in the capital of
Kazakhstan - Astana which was held on 23-24 September 2003. [10]. To date, 6
congresses of world religions have been held. Due to the epidemiological situation
in the country and the world, the VII Congress of Leaders of World and Traditional
Religions was postponed to 2022.

4) International cooperation - Islamic vector

On the official websites of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of
Kazakhstan, it is stated: “The activation of relations between Kazakhstan and Mus-
lim countries meets the long-term interests of our country and corresponds to the
provisions of the Address of the ex-President of the Republic of Kazakhstan N.A.
Nazarbayev to the people of Kazakhstan on March 1, 2006, in which the Head of
State noted development of cooperation with Islamic countries as one of the prior-
ities of Kazakhstan’s foreign policy”.

Organization of Islamic Cooperation.

The active participation of our country in activities of the Organization of
Islamic Cooperation (OIC), along with other large regional and global organiza-
tions, is becoming increasingly important at the present stage. Interaction with the
Islamic world is one of the priorities of Kazakhstan’s foreign policy. For its part,
the Islamic world views Kazakhstan as an integral part of the Muslim communi-
ty. Kazakhstan joined the OIC in 1995. Its delegation took part in all the major
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events, such as the Summit Meeting of the Ministers of Foreign Affairs, as well as
the annual coordination meeting of OIC foreign ministers during the UN General
Assembly.

During the Chairmanship of Kazakhstan in the Organization of Islamic conference
in 2011-2012, Astana put forward a project for a long-term program to provide eco-
nomic and financial support to the least developed countries in the Islamic world. In
addition, under the chairmanship of Astana has already conducted several events in Ka-
zakhstan, including the VII World Islamic Economic Forum, III Islamic Conference of
Health Ministers of countries participating in OIF, as well as some other initiatives de-
signed to make a significant contribution to solving the problems of Muslim countries.

Islamic Bank for Reconstruction and Development

A special place in cooperation with the OIC and the Islamic world is giv-
en to interaction with the Islamic Development Bank, which has the status of a
first-tier international bank that works only with government programs and does
not provide services and lending to the population. Islamic Bank for Reconstruc-
tion and Development was founded on December 18, 1973, at the first conference
of Finance Ministers of the participating countries of the Organization of Islamic
Conference. Operations started on October 20, 1975.

Kazakhstan has ratified the Memorandum of Association of the Islamic De-
velopment Bank, May 15, 1996. On March 11, 1997, the IDB opened its regional
office in Almaty [11].

5) Assistance and development of religious Non-governmental Organizations

Assistance and development of religious Non-governmental organizations
in civil society, the role of creating favorable conditions for the development of
non-governmental organizations (NGOs), including in religious sphere, is no less
important than the legal field itself and state control. So today, we can observe how
the state not only promotes but also actively implements positive religious norms
in the socio-economic and cultural spheres of the country, helping NGOs to meet
the needs of certain social groups.

a) Support in economic sphere. Adoption of the Islamic Banking Law

Islamic banking is a way of doing banking that is consistent with the religious rules
of Islam. The essence of the Islamic economy, first of all, is the rejection of loan percent-
age, from futures transactions, from “easy” money, and from speculative transactions.
The concept of project investment is the closest to how the methodology of work is.

The result of the adoption of the law on Islamic banking was, first of all, the
opening of a second-tier Islamic bank - Bank A1 Hilal Bank and then Zaman bank,
which are designed to be a locomotive in the implementation of Islamic banking
products in the country’s economy.

One of the main goals of opening Islamic banks in Kazakhstan and intro-
ducing the principles of Islamic finance is to open up new opportunities for local
companies to work with Islamic investors.

180  ISSN 1999-5911. 9.-Papabu | 1(77) 2022 www.alfarabijournal.org



1. Nurmoldina, D. Sikhimbayeva. The Revival of Islam in Public Sphere...

In addition to the Islamic Bank Al Hilal, the Muslim insurance company
«Takaful» and the financial company «Fattah FINANCE» opened and providing
services within the framework of Islamic financing [12].

b) Support in cultural and domestic sphere. Halal industry development in the
Republic of Kazakhstan

Halal is an Arabic word that in a terminological sense means “permitted” or
“lawful”. Muslims use it to define products, goods, services, and actions permitted
by religious canons. In a broader sense, Halal covers aspects of Muslim life such
as food and catering, clothing and jewelry, medicine and pharmaceuticals, cos-
metics and perfumery, cosmetology and personal care, hotel services and tourism,
recreation and entertainment, interpersonal and labor relations, financial products
and tools.

At the moment, five organizations are carrying out independent certification
activities without third-party Halal recognition in Kazakhstan:

1. LLP “Halaldamu” (Halal Development)

2. Halal Quality Center LLP

3. Association of Halal Industry of Kazakhstan (AHIK)

4. Halal services Alliance LLP

5.Halal Holding LLP [13].

Also, one of the elements of Islamic identity in a secular society is Muslim
women’s clothing, hijab. Even though many in the country are fighting for the title
of “exemplary secular state” and trying in every possible way to prevent the visible
manifestations of separatism in the “Dress Code”, the market for Muslim women’s
clothing is growing from year to year. Today it confidently wins more and more
places from the “glamor” on the catwalks of brand fashion houses, as well as in
everyday wardrobes of women. Lines of Muslim women’s clothing were launched
not only by specialized ateliers but also by famous fashion houses of Kazakhstan
[14, p. 293].

¢) Support in spiritual and educational sphere.

The Spiritual Administration of Muslims of Kazakhstan (SAMK)

The SAMK is the largest and most influential religious non-governmental or-
ganization in the country, uniting most of Muslims of Kazakhstan. The Chairman
of the SAMK - the Supreme Mulfti - is elected at a general meeting. At the same
time, the candidacy of the Supreme Mufti coordinated with the Akorda [15].

Egyptian university of Islamic culture “Nur-Mubarak™

Realizing that only enlightened and educated religious leaders can oppose ex-
tremist religious groups, and even traditional and moderate NGOs will not be able
to resist the threat of terrorism themselves without state support, the country’s
leadership, from the first years of gaining independence, has been taking concrete
steps to resolve such problems. One of these decisions is a resolution on the con-
struction of an educational institution, which was adopted at a meeting of two
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heads of state during the visit of the First President of the Republic of Kazakh-
stan N.A. Nazarbayev to Egypt. For this purpose, 6 hectares of land were allo-
cated in Almaty. On June 16th, 1993 ex-President of the Republic of Kazakhstan
N.A. Nazarbayev together with the Minister of the Waqfs of the Arab Republic of
Egypt M. al-Majhub laid the foundation stone of the university campus.

On July 2, 2003, the Agreement on establishment of the Egyptian University
of Islamic Culture Nur-Mubarak was ratified by the Parliament of the Republic
of Kazakhstan and the decree of President N.A. Nazarbayev No. 460-11 became
legal. The University was licensed by the Ministry of Education and Science of the
Republic of Kazakhstan [16, p. 178].

Today, Nur-Mubarak University of Islamic Culture of Egypt is a unique uni-
versity in the Republic of Kazakhstan, which trains highly educated imams, spe-
cialists in Islamic studies, religion, theology, two foreign languages (Arabic-En-
glish, English-Arabic)

Nur-Mubarak is a golden milestone in life of independent Kazakhstan, which
is moving towards world civilization [17].

Muslim media resources of the Republic of Kazakhstan

Accorging to Wendell Schwab, Asyl Arna was the most popular Islamic televi-
sion channel in Kazakhstan and the dominant Islamic media company in Kazakh-
stan [18, p. 77]. Studio “Asyl Arna” was registered as an LLP under the Ministry
of Justice of the Republic of Kazakhstan on September 27, 2007, and in 2008
received certificate No. 9467-E on “Registration of Mass Media” in the Committee
of Information and Archives under the Ministry of Culture and Information. It was
closed as the official Myftyat channel Halyq Arna was opened in November, 2020
on the initiative of the Supreme Mufti Nauryzbay Kazhy Taganuly. The media po-
tential of the Spiritual Administration of Muslims of the Republic of Kazakhstan
is improving every year. For 30 years the magazine “Iman” and the newspaper
“Munara” have been published. At present, 21 websites like muftyat.kz, Fatua.kz
and Azan kz are functioning at the SAMK, and there is also a TV and radio studio
[19, pp. 958-960].

Conclusion

The study examines theoretical formulations that are crucial in explaining the
character and scope of Islamic revival in sovereign Kazakhstan. Furthermore, the
study considers practical influence of Islamic revitalization and refers to the insti-
tutionalization of Islam within religious, economic, cultural, and political estab-
lishments. The study argues, after sovereignty, despite secular and authoritarian
character of the administration, ‘Islamic revival’ has become an institutionalized
phenomenon, and its presence and social role in public space has increased rather
than decreased.
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Today, the Muslim community of the republic is gradually coming to un-
derstanding of the need to realize their interests in social life of the country,
equal participation in social and political processes. The main issue is a con-
structive approach from both sides - both from secular state and from the side
of religion.

Timely and thoughtful inclusion of the religious communities of Kazakhstan
in the socio-economic processes, in turn, strengthens the structures of our society,
solves not only spiritual, moral, social problems, but also topical interregional, in-
ter-clan, international issues. It should be noted that strengthening authority of the
muftyat certainly contributes to intra-community integration, raising the status of
Muslim community, and harmonizing interethnic relations.

Magnificence of the revival of Islam in Kazakhstan is that it is growing in the
contemporary world while preserving tolerance and inclusion, which kept its ap-
pearance in the Kazakh steppes many centuries back.

There is still some work to be done on organizational and legal consolidation
of cooperation, formation of its national model of state-confessional relations. Of
course, achieving a full-blooded harmonious coexistence of secular state and Islam
in our country requires considerable effort and time, but we are firmly convinced
that freedom-loving, proud and wise people of Kazakhstan, following the course of
democratizing society, will certainly gradually achieve this high goal - harmonious
relations in society.

Through interaction of he state and religion, enshrined at legislative level, it
is possible to eliminate the existing mistrust and suspicion between the clergy and
secular authorities. And, most importantly, transition of relations between the state
and religion to a new qualitative level has a primary role in strengthening the foun-
dations of statehood, constitutional order, ensuring harmonious relations within
society, and protecting national interests.
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Hypmoaauna .M., CuxumbaeBa J[.A.
Bo3poxkaenue uciama B o0uecTBeHHOIl cepe B cyBepennom Ka3zaxcrane

Annomayusn. C obpereHreM He3aBUCUMOCTH B KazaxcraHe, Kak M B JAPYyTHX CTpaHax
MOCTCOBETCKOTO IPOCTPAHCTBA, MPOLIECC JICTATU3ALIN PETUTHO3HBIX HHCTUTYTOB CTall MPO-
SBIATBCS B (popMe OypHOTO «BO3POXKACHMS». 3a TPUALATH JIET HE3aBUCUMOCTH HcnaM B Ka-
3aXcTaHe MPUOOpPEN HOBYIO UCTOPHIO, KOTOpas ONPEACIISETCS BHICOKHMM YPOBHEM H CTaTyCOM
PEJIMIUY B CBETCKOM rocyaapcTse. Mcnam - 3To CHMBOJ HE TOJIBKO PEJIMIHHU, HO M STHOKYIIb-
TYPHOTO BO3POXICHUsI, HOBOW CHCTEMbI HALMOHAIBFHOTO CO3HAHUS U LeHHocTed. C mepBhIX
JeT 0CBOOOXKIEHHS OT MICOJIOTHH TOCYIApCTBEHHOIO aTen3Ma M MOJIUTUKH BBITECHEHHS pe-
JIMTMU U3 COLMAIBHOIO MPOCTPAHCTBA B Ka3aXCTAHCKOM OOIIECTBE HAOIFOAACTCS TSHACHLIMS
CTPEMUTENILHOIO PEITMTHO3HOTO OOHOBIICHUS, BO3BpaTa K JyXOBHBIM HCTOKaM, H3/IaBHA OXBa-
TBHIBAIOIINM TPAJULUH U KYJIBTYypy Ka3axCKOro Hapona. B naHHOI cTaThe paccMaTpHBarOTCS
OCHOBHBIE BOIIPOCHI, IIOCBAIICHHBIC BO3POXKACHHUIO HClIaMa B ITyOIM4YHOM cdepe, BIUSHUE To-
CYIapCTBEHHOW IMOJUTUKY PETYIUPOBAHUS Ha UCIAMHU3ALHIO, & TAK)KE OCHOBHBIC TCHICHLIMH
pe-HMciIaMu3alny O0IECTBEHHOM KI3HU. L{enbro HecaenoBalus SBISCTCS aHAHM3 MIPaKTHYe-
CKOTO BJIMSHHUS BO3POXKACHUS HCIIAMa U €r0 MHCTUTYLMOHAIN3ALUKN B PEIIMTHO3HBIX, 9KOHO-
MHYECKUX, KYJIBTYPHBIX H IOJUTHYECKUX cpepax. B aToM nccnenoBanny ObLIM NPUMEHEHBI
¢unocodckuit, ICTOPHUESCKUI U CPaBHUTENBHBIN aHAIH3. METOI0IOTnIeCcKOi OCHOBOM pabo-
TBI TOCITY)KHJIM HayYHbIE TPYABI 3apYOSIKHBIX U OTEYECTBEHHBIX YYCHBIX.

Knrouesvie cnosa: vicnam, BO3poXKICHHE, TOCYIapCTBO, CBETCKOCTh, MHCTUTYLOHAIN3A-
LM, TOCYIAPCTBEHHOE PETYJINPOBaHUE, BIHSIHHE.

Hypmonauna .M., CuxumbaeBa J[.A.
Eremenni KazakcTaHHBIH KOFAaMIBIK 6MipiH/Ie HCIAMHBIH KalTa dKAHFBIPYBI

Anoamna. TTocTKeHEeCTIK KEHICTIKTET1 o3re ennepaei, Kaszakcran Pecmybnukacsiama na
TOYeJCI3IK aFaHHAH KeHiH JIHU AOCTYPIIEPi 3aHIACTRIPY YAepici KApKBIHIBI «KAHFBIPYIB)
OaceiHaH Kemripai. Toyenci3mikTiH OTBI3 KbUIBIHOA Ka3zakcTaHTarbl WCIaM IiHI 3aibIpIBI
MEMIIEKETTET1 IHHIH JKOFaphl JCHIeHi XKOHEe MOpTeOeCiMeH aHBIKTAJATHIH KaHA TapuUXKa He
6ompl. Mcmam niHHIH FaHa eMec, COHBIMEH KaTap 3THOMOICHH KaHFBIPYIBIH CUMBOJIBI, YIITTHIK
caHa MEH KYHIBUIBIKTapAbIH JKaHa KyleciHe aifHammapl. MeMIIeKeTTiK aTeu3M HICOTOTUsCHI-
HaH OHE JIIH/1 9JIEYMETTIK KeHICTIKTEH BIFBICTBIPY CasiCAaThIHAH a3aT OOYIBIH aJIFaIlKbI KbLI-
JapbIHaH OacTam Ka3aKCTaHIBIK KOFaM[a eKITiH/I TiHU KaHapy, Ka3aK XaJKbIHBIH TOCTYpIepi
MEH MOJICHHETIH ©XENICH KaMTHUTBIH PYXaHH KalHapiapra opaily ypmaici Oaiikammel. by
MaKajaja NCJIaMHBIH KOFaM/IBIK OMipe KaiTa )KaHFBIPYBbIHA, MEMJIEKETTIK PETTEY CasiCaThIHBIH
WCIIaMHBIH TapalyblHa OCEepiH KAaMTHUTBIH HETI3ri Mocelenep, COHal-aK KOFaMJBIK OMipIi
KalTa WCIaMIAHIBIPYIBIH HETI3r1 TEHACHIMUIAPBl KapacTHIPhUIAAbl. 3epPTTEydiH MaKCaThl
— WICTIAMHBIH JKaHFBIPYBl MCH OHBIH [iHH, YKOHOMHUKAIBIK, MOACHU JKOHE CasCH MHCTUTYT-
Tap apKbUIBI WHCTUTYIIMOHAIM3ALMSICHIHBIH TPAKTUKANBIK 9cepiH Tanmmay. bym 3eprreyne
(bmTocoUSITBIK, TAPUXH JKIHE CANBICTEIPMAITBI TaJIay KOIIaHBUIIBL. JKYMBICTBIH 9IiCTEMEITiK
HeTi31 MeTeNiK KOHEe OTaH/IBIK FAIBIMIAPABIH FEUTBIMEI €HOCKTEPi OOIIHI.

Tyiiin  co30ep: Vcnam, >KaHFbIPY, MEMJIEKET, 3aMBIPJIbIK, HWHCTUTYLHUOHAIMU3ALIHNS,
MEMIIEKETTIK PETTeY, BIKIAL.



