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Abstract. This article analyses the theoretical and methodological foundations of
research into cultural and national identity within the framework of the Birmingham
School of Cultural Studies, and their applicability to contemporary socio-cultural
processes. Particular attention is paid to the conceptual positions of Stuart Hall, as well as
the ideas of Richard Hoggart and Edward P. Thompson, who view identity as a dynamic
process shaped through cultural practices, linguistic representations and historical
memory. The study conducts a comparative analysis of Western and Turkish research
traditions, in which language, literature and media discourses act as key mechanisms
in the formation of national self-awareness. A separate section is devoted to an analysis
of the Kazakhstani context, where cultural identity is examined through the interplay of
language policy, literary narrative and contemporary forms of media culture. Particular
attention is paid to the role of the Kazakh language as a symbol of cultural continuity
and national consolidation, as well as to the development of national cinema during the
period 20202025, which is becoming an important tool for the visual representation of
cultural memory. The findings of the study show that the formation of cultural identity is a
multi-level process in which traditional cultural forms and contemporary media practices
complement one another. It is concluded that a comparative approach is productive for
analysing the processes of national identity formation in the context of globalisation.
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Introduction

The relevance of this research stems from the intensification of globalisation, the
transformation of cultural boundaries, and the growing role of language and literature as
key mechanisms in the formation and preservation of national identity. In the context of
intensive cultural exchange and mediatisation, it is precisely cultural texts that become a
space for rethinking historical memory, values and the symbolic boundaries of the nation.
In contemporary social sciences and the humanities, considerable attention is paid to the
study of identity as a dynamic and discursive process. In this context, the theoretical and
methodological legacy of the Birmingham School of Cultural Studies is of particular
interest, as it views identity not as a fixed entity but as the result of historical, linguistic
and cultural practices. However, in Kazakh academic discourse, these approaches have
so far been applied only to a limited extent, and the analysis of national identity is often
carried out within the framework of normative or essentialist models.

The need for the methodologically sound application of Western theoretical
models within a national context is becoming particularly relevant. In this article, the
ideas of the

Birmingham School are used as an analytical framework for interpreting Kazakh
literary and cultural texts, which allows us to view the legacy of Abay, the figures of
Alash Orda and contemporary intellectuals as a discursive space for the formation
of national identity. In doing so, the article draws on the experience of the Turkish
academic tradition, where these approaches are adapted within a cultural-institutional
model encompassing language policy, the literary canon and the activities of cultural
institutions. Applying this comparative model to Kazakhstan allows us to view cultural
identity as a complex process shaped through the interaction of language, literature,
cultural memory, cultural institutions and contemporary media practices, including
film and television.

The interrelationship between culture, language and identity is the subject
of multifaceted research in the humanities. Within the Western academic tradition,
members of the Birmingham School of Cultural Studies have made a significant
contribution to the understanding of identity as a cultural and discursive process. Thus,
in his works “Representation: Cultural Representations and Signifying Practices”
(1997) and “Questions of Cultural Identity” (1996), Stuart Hall placed identity at the
centre of his analysis of cultural representations, presenting it as a dynamic and fluid
construct shaped by discourse, history and power. Richard Hoggart, author of “The
Uses of Literacy” (1957), laid the foundations for the study of everyday culture and
raised the question of how literary and everyday practices reflect social structures.
E.P. Thompson, in “The Making of the English Working Class” (1963), developed
ideas about culture as a means of collective action and mass agency. Other Western
scholars, such as Paul Gilroy (The Black Atlantic, 1993) and Stéphane Gervais (various
articles on media representation and identity), have explored themes of hybridity,
migration and global cultural flows, thereby broadening our understanding of identity
in the contemporary world. Thus, in contemporary foreign literature, the issues of
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language, media and identity are examined in works analyzing the influence of media
discourses and linguistic practices on self-awareness: for example, research in the
field of postcolonial cultural studies emphasizes that language is not only a means
of communication but also a powerful instrument of representation through which
collective meanings are constructed.

Within the Turkish academic tradition, issues of cultural and national identity have
been explored primarily through historical, cultural, sociological and anthropological
studies focused on analysing the formation of the republican state and national culture.
In the works of Halil Inalcik, Ilber Ortayli, Bozkurt Giiveng and Emre Kongar,
national identity is viewed as a historically conditioned and culturally reproducible
phenomenon, shaped through language, literary heritage, historical memory and
cultural policy. Particular attention is paid to the role of language reform, the education
system and cultural institutions in the formation of a unified national space and the
symbolic consolidation of society. In this context, certain elements of the Birmingham
School’s theoretical and methodological framework are used as an analytical tool for
interpreting cultural texts and symbolic practices, but are supplemented by institutional
and historical dimensions, reflecting the specific nature of the Turkish approach to the
study of identity.

In Kazakhstan’s domestic academic literature, the issues of language, culture
and national identity are examined within the framework of interdisciplinary research
covering sociolinguistic, cultural studies and philosophical aspects. Thus, in the works
of Sh. Riahano, language policy is analysed as a mechanism for the formation of
national identity, whilst the close interconnection between language, culture and social
practices in a multi-ethnic society is emphasised [1]. In the research of E.K. Aliyarov,
national identity is examined in the context of modernisation processes, with particular
attention paid to the role of cultural memory, traditions and historical experience in
shaping the self-awareness of Kazakhstani society [2]. The cultural and philosophical
aspects of the issue are presented in the works of G.B. Dairabaeva, G.A. Shadinova
and A.Zh. Maldybek, where identity is analysed as a dynamic process taking shape in
the context of globalisation and the interaction of various cultural systems [3].

Nevertheless, most of the domestic studies cited focus on empirical or applied
analysis of specific aspects of linguistic and cultural identity and do not systematically
employ the theoretical and methodological tools of the Birmingham School, in
particular the concepts of representation, articulation, hegemony and the dynamism
of identity. Similarly, in Turkish studies, ideas from Western cultural studies traditions
are used in a fragmentary manner and rarely serve as the methodological basis for a
comprehensive analysis. Thus, although the theme of linguistic and cultural identity is
actively studied in Western, regional and domestic literature, a significant theoretical
and methodological gap remains in the application of the concepts of the Birmingham
School to the analysis of Kazakh national identity, particularly in the context of
language and literature. This determines the scientific novelty of the study and the
need for further analysis using the theories of Hall, Hoggart and Thompson, taking into
account the Turkish experience of adapting these approaches.
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The object and subject of the study. The object of the study is national identity as
a cultural and social phenomenon shaped by the interplay of language, literature and
historical experience. The subject of the study is the theoretical and methodological
approaches of the Birmingham School of Cultural Studies (C. Hall, R. Hoggart, E.P.
Thompson) to the analysis of identity, as well as the possibilities for their application
in understanding the role of language and literature in the formation and preservation
of Kazakh national identity.

The aim of this study is to identify the theoretical, methodological and cultural-
philosophical potential of the Birmingham School in the study of identity, and
to demonstrate the applicability of its concepts to the analysis of the processes of
formation and preservation of Kazakh national identity in the context of language and
literature.

To achieve this objective, the article aims to address the following tasks:

* to analyse the key theoretical principles of the Birmingham School of Cultural
Studies (C. Hall, R. Hoggart, E. P. Thompson) in the context of understanding identity,
language and culture.

* to demonstrate the potential for interpreting and applying these approaches to
the analysis of the role of language and literature in the processes of forming and
preserving Kazakh national identity.

The academic novelty of this study lies in the comprehensive application of the
theoretical and methodological approaches of the Birmingham School of Cultural
Studies (S. Hall, R. Hoggart, E. P. Thompson) to analyse the processes of the formation
and preservation of Kazakh national identity through language and literature. For the
first time, Western theoretical concepts of identity, the experience of Turkish research
on the adaptation of these approaches, and the Kazakhstani cultural context are
systematically compared. Such an integration of theory, empirical evidence and local
context has not previously been undertaken in domestic research.

The research hypothesis is formulated as follows: The theoretical and
methodological approaches of the Birmingham School, when applied to the analysis
of language, literature and cultural practices in Kazakhstan, enable the identification
of key mechanisms underlying the formation and preservation of national identity,
which remain under-researched in the domestic academic literature. It is assumed that
the concepts of Hall, Hoggart and Thompson can be effectively used to analyse and
interpret Kazakh identity; however, their effectiveness may depend on the historical,
cultural and linguistic context.

Methodology

Theoretically, this study draws on the conceptual framework of the Birmingham
School of Cultural Studies, within which identity is viewed as a dynamic process
shaped by history and discourse. Of particular significance are S. Hall’s ideas on the
representation and articulation of cultural meanings, which allow identity to be analysed
as the result of the interaction between language, culture and power; the principles of
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R. Hoggart, who views culture as a space of everyday practices and meanings; and the
concept of E. Thompson, who interprets culture as a form of historical experience and
collective agency.

The methodological basis of the study consists ofthe principle of interdisciplinarity,
the principle of cultural relativism, the principle of historicism, and the principle of
comparative analysis. The application of these principles allows us to view national
identity as a complex socio-cultural phenomenon shaped by the interaction of language,
literature, historical memory and cultural practices. Of particular significance is the
discursive approach developed within the Centre for Contemporary Cultural Studies,
according to which identity is constructed through a system of cultural representations
and linguistic practices.

A cultural-philosophical study by the Birmingham School
of the problem of identity

The development of the theoretical and methodological foundations for the study
of identity in the humanities is largely linked to the emergence of the Birmingham
School of Cultural Studies, which was formally established in the 1960s in the UK at
the Centre for Contemporary Cultural Studies at the University of Birmingham. This
school pioneered a new approach to the analysis of culture, proposing that it be viewed
not as a collection of aesthetic or normative forms, but as a space for the production of
social meanings and symbolic relations.

A key feature of the Birmingham tradition was the shift in research focus from
‘high culture’ to everyday practices, mass culture, the media and subcultures. In this
context, culture is interpreted as a field of ideological struggle within which social
meanings are formed, consolidated and transformed. This made it possible to remove
identity from the framework of a psychological or ethnocultural constant and to view
it as the result of social processes and discursive practices.

Methodologically, the Birmingham School drew on a synthesis of Marxist
theory, structural analysis, semiotics and the sociology of culture. Antonio Gramsci’s
concept of cultural hegemony exerted a significant influence; according to this
concept, dominant groups consolidate their power through the production of “natural”
meanings and norms [4]. Within this paradigm, identity is interpreted as a product of
a symbolic order, sustained through institutional and media mechanisms. Thus, the
Birmingham School proposed a conceptual shift from understanding identity as an
essence to interpreting it as a process embedded within a system of social relations and
power structures.

Table 1 — Theoretical and methodological approaches to the study of identity

Approach Key ideas The significance of this for research into the
issue of identity
Neo-Marxism | Culture is viewed as part of a Identity is shaped by the dominant ideas and
system of power and ideology values prevalent in society
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The Theory | Power is consolidated through | National identity is shaped through
of Hegemony | social consensus and the acceptance | institutional narratives and cultural policy
of certain norms
Structuralism | Culture constitutes a system of | Identity is viewed as a set of cultural symbols
signs and symbolic codes and meanings
Semiotics Meaning is created through | Identity is shaped through cultural and media
language, symbols and | representations
representations
The Culture manifests itself in social Identity is formed through social interaction
Sociology of | practices and everyday life
Culture

The Birmingham School developed a set of analytical tools that enabled the study of
identity-construction processes at the level of cultural texts, media and social practices.
The key methodological strategies were: analysis of representation, discursive analysis,
the study of subcultures, the examination of mechanisms of encoding and decoding, and

the analysis of mass culture as a space for ideological articulation.

Table 2 — Key methods for analysing cultural identity

Method

Nature of the method

Application to identity
analysis

Analysis of representation

An examination of how meaning
is constructed through language

An analysis of how a national
“we” is formed

Discourse analysis

The study of images and symbolic
constructs

Identifying models of
representation of nation and
culture

Discourse analysis

The study of images and symbolic
constructs

Identifying patterns of
representation of nation and
culture

Ideological analysis

Identifying hidden power
structures

Identifying dominant and
marginalised identities

Cultural and historical
analysis

The relationship between culture
and social change

Understanding the dynamics of
identity

Contemporary social and humanities research

continues to draw on the

methodological legacy of the Birmingham School when analysing national, ethnic and
cultural identities in the context of globalisation. Concepts such as the processual,
plural and contextual nature of identity are becoming particularly relevant. This
approach appears productive for analysing national identity in post-Soviet societies,
as it allows us to:

1. View identity as the result of historical transformations.

2. Analyse the role of language and cultural narratives.
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3. Identify mechanisms of symbolic integration and exclusion.

4. Examine the influence of institutional structures on the formation of collective
self-awareness.

The Birmingham School thus provides a conceptual framework for analysing
identity as a dynamic, socially constructed and discursively mediated phenomenon,
opening up opportunities for further in-depth research into specific theoretical
developments within this tradition

& ©) =1 53 %

A contemporary

Neo-Marxism The Theory of Structuralism, Postcolonial
interpretation

Hegemony poststructuralism theory
Identity as an
expression of Identity as the result Identity as a Identity as a CEioo0
social class of cultural struggle discursive plural and hybrid dynaml.c _Pmce“
affiliation and symbolic construct phenomenon Efiposition ing|
resistance
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L
A modern
the 1960s the 1970s the 1980s the 1990s interpretation

Figure 1 — The evolution of theoretical approaches to understanding identity

S. Hall is one of the key theorists of the Birmingham School, having introduced
fundamentally new elements into the conceptualisation of identity, its dynamics,
and its links to culture, discourse and power. His approach is based on a rejection of
fixed, essentialist notions of national and cultural identity, which dominated classical
humanities and sociological theories. Within this framework, Hall views identity as
a processual, historically conditioned and discursively mediated category, shaped
through social practices, media representations and symbolic interactions between
various cultural agents [5, 1-17].

Hall’s key theoretical contribution is the development of the concept of identity
as a constantly emerging and re-evaluated construct, in which subjects do not merely
reflect social reality but participate in its symbolic production and positioning. In his
work “Cultural Identity and Diaspora”, he emphasises that identity is not a stable
entity, but rather consists of “the names we give to various modes of behaviour within
the narratives of the past” — that is, it is conditioned by history, culture and power, and
is therefore constantly being re-examined and reconstructed [6, 620—638].

Furthermore, Hall develops methodological frameworks that enable the analysis
of the mechanisms of representation, articulation, and symbolic positioning. He argues
that the strategic production of meaning through language, media, and cultural texts
directly influences the formation of collective self-descriptions and images of “we”
[7]. In this context, representation ceases to be a reflection of objective reality and
becomes an active mechanism of symbolic power through which dominant models of
identity are formed and legitimized. This discursively oriented approach continues to
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develop in contemporary media and identity studies, for example in works analyzing
the interaction of audiences and media narratives based on Hall’s encoding/decoding
model. Of particular importance to Hall’s approach is the concept of hybridity and
migratory identities. Recent publications note that his theoretical position opens the
way to the analysis of cultural forms of identity arising from migration, globalization
transformations, and the interaction of various cultural traditions. Hall emphasizes
that modern identities often incorporate elements from multiple cultures and historical
contexts, making them hybrid and unpredictable rather than fixed and unambiguous.
This position is supported by contemporary research reviews, which understand identity
as a multilayered, dynamic phenomenon, shaped by intersecting social, cultural, and
political factors.

Hall’s methodological impulse also manifests itself in the development of a model
of the articulation of meaning and a critique of linear models of communication. These
tools are used to analyze how social groups construct their identities under conditions
of asymmetrical power relations, and how representation becomes a strategy of
resistance or consolidation of social meanings. Thus, Hall’s contribution to identity
theory lies in the following key propositions:

* Identity as a process, not a stable entity — it is constantly revised under the
influence of social practices, historical experience, and discourses.

» Representation as a mechanism for the formation of meaning and identity —
identity is created and registered in media, linguistic practices, and institutional
narratives.

* Hybridity of cultural identities — as a result of migration and global interactions,
identity ceases to be homogeneous and fixed, becoming a dynamic construct.

* Articulation and encoding/decoding model — used to analyze how different
agents interpret and process cultural messages, which influences their identity.

These conceptual and methodological propositions make Hall’s contribution
central to understanding the contemporary phenomenon of identity as a complex,
multidimensional, and historically conditioned process, providing a significant
theoretical foundation for analyzing national and cultural identities in the contemporary
postcolonial and globalized world.

The discursive model of identity developed by Stuart Hall does not arise in a
theoretical vacuum. Its development draws on earlier methodological foundations
of the Birmingham tradition, particularly the ideas of Richard Hoggart and E.P.
Thompson, who established a historical-cultural framework for analyzing collective
self-awareness. While Hall’s conception views identity as a discursively constructed
and positioned process, Hoggart and Thompson lay the foundations for understanding
how the collective “we” is formed in cultural and historical dimensions. Hoggart’s
methodological significance for the theory of national identity lies in his thesis that
collective self-awareness is reproduced through stable cultural codes, values, and
everyday norms. Contemporary interpretations emphasize that Hoggart’s analysis of
the cultural environment allows us to view identity as a form of cultural continuity and
the intergenerational transmission of symbolic capital [8, 709]. In the context of national
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identity, this means that the nation is established not only through state institutions,
but also through cultural practices, language, educational narratives, and the media.
It is within this logic that Hall would later develop his thesis on representation as a
mechanism for producing national images. Thus, Hoggart’s contribution can be defined
as the formation of a conception of the cultural infrastructure of national identity.

The development of the idea of the processualism of identity takes on an additional
dimension in Thompson’s work. His concept of the “becoming” of a collective subject
demonstrates that community is formed through historical experience, collective
memory, and the awareness of shared interests. Contemporary research emphasizes that
Thompson’s model allows for the interpretation of national identity as a historically
articulated narrative within which society constructs an image of its past and a project
for the future [9, 158]. In this context, a nation appears not as a fixed ethnocultural
entity, but as the result of historical self-description. This approach organically
complements Hall’s model, expanding it to include historical memory as a key factor
in the formation of national identity. Summarizing the logical evolution of ideas, the
following sequence can be identified:

1. Hoggart: identity as a culturally reproduced system of values.

2. Thompson: identity as a historically formed collective subject.

3. Hall: identity as a discursively constructed and positioned process.

Thus, national identity appears as: culturally rooted; historically articulated;
discursively represented; institutionally supported.

The theoretical and methodological significance of the Birmingham School’s
research as applied to the Turkish context

Within the Turkish academic tradition, the issue of cultural and national
identity is primarily examined in the context of the formation of the republican state
and the modernization project, based on the principles of secularism and cultural
consolidation. In contrast to a number of interpretations that emphasize the religious
factor, the classical Turkish school proceeds from an understanding of identity as a
historically and culturally conditioned phenomenon, shaped through language, culture,
education and state institutions. Of key importance in this context is Mustafa Kemal
Atatiirk’s concept that ‘the foundation of the Turkish Republic is culture’, which
reflects the priority of cultural and linguistic factors in the process of forming national
consciousness. This approach found institutional expression in the creation of bodies
such as the Turkish Language Society (Tiirk Dil Kurumu) and the Turkish Historical
Society (Tiirk Tarih Kurumu), aimed at shaping a unified cultural space and a national
historical narrative [10, 998].

In Halil Inalcik’s works, national identity is examined within the context of a
historical analysis of the processes leading up to the formation of the Republic of
Turkey, as well as the socio-cultural transformations that accompanied the transition
from an imperial to a national model of statehood. inalcik laid the foundations for the
scholarly study of the Ottoman period as a significant stage in historical development,
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demonstrating that the formation of modern Turkish identity is linked not only to
political changes but also to profound socio-economic and cultural processes [11,
129-137]. His research, based on archival sources, has contributed to a re-evaluation
of historical experience and the formation of a more comprehensive understanding
of national identity as a historically evolving phenomenon. A similar approach is
presented in the works of ilber Ortayl1 and Bozkurt Giiveng, where national identity is
analysed as the result of long-term historical development and cultural transformation.
The emphasis here is on the formation of national culture within the framework of
the republican project, where language, education and cultural policy play a key role.
These studies emphasise that contemporary Turkish identity is formed as a result
of the reinterpretation of historical experience and the integration of cultural and
modernisation processes [12].

In the Turkish academic tradition, particular attention is paid to the role of language
and literature as key mechanisms in the formation of national identity. Language reform
and the standardisation of the Turkish language are viewed as crucial stages of cultural
modernisation, aimed at creating a unified national space. In this context, language
serves not only as a means of communication but also as an instrument of symbolic
consolidation of society. Literature, in turn, is viewed as a space for the representation
of historical memory and cultural values. The works of Mehmet Kaplan and Emre
Kongar emphasise that literary discourse plays an important role in the formation of a
national worldview, ensuring the continuity of cultural meanings and the interpretation
of historical experience [13], [14].

 Language is viewed as a tool not only for discursive but also for institutional
identity formation: through language reform, the education system and cultural policy,
it facilitates the creation of a unified national space and the symbolic consolidation of
society.

* Literature serves not only as a space of representation but also as a mechanism
for shaping the national narrative: through literary texts, historical experience is
interpreted, cultural values are reinforced and a collective self-awareness is constructed.

* Cultural institutions and historical policy play a key role in the formation
of identity, integrating discursive practices into the framework of the state project:
national identity is formed as a result of the interaction between language, culture and
institutionalised historical memory.

The result is a local, synthetic model in which identity is understood as a
continuous, institutionally underpinned and symbolically rich process that combines
discursive mechanisms of representation with the historical and political practices of
nation-building.

An analysis of Turkish studies demonstrates that the methodological principles
of the Birmingham School-primarily the understanding of identity as a discursive and
culturally constructed process-have been developed in the works of contemporary
Turkish sociologists, anthropologists and media researchers. At the same time, these
approaches are adapted to regional conditions, where language policy, modernisation
reforms and literary discourse are key factors in the formation of national consciousness.
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Figure 2 — Conceptual diagram of a comparative analysis of approaches
to the study of identity

Thus, the analysis shows that the application of the Birmingham School’s
approaches in the Turkish context takes on a transformed character. The discursive
model of identity developed by Stuart Hall is supplemented, within the Turkish
research tradition, by a cultural-institutional dimension in which state policy, language
and historical memory play a key role. Unlike the Western model, in which identity
is formed primarily through representations and symbolic practices, in Turkey
this process is closely linked to the activities of cultural institutions and the state’s
modernisation project. Language functions not only as a discursive resource but also
as an instrument of national consolidation; literature as a mechanism for shaping
the national narrative; and historical heritage as the foundation of collective self-
awareness. In this way, the Turkish model demonstrates a synthesis of discursive and
institutional approaches, allowing it to be viewed as an intermediate analytical model
that bridges Western cultural studies theory with the practices of nation-building and
establishes a methodological foundation

The significance of the Birmingham School’s research for Kazakhstan’s
sociocultural reality

In Kazakhstani academic discourse, issues of cultural and national identity are
examined primarily through the prism of language, literary heritage, and historical
memory. However, contemporary research demonstrates an expansion of the analytical
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framework to include media culture and visual forms of representation. This approach
allows us to consider identity as a multilayered process, formed at the intersection of
cultural traditions, institutional policies, and modern communication practices.

Language plays a particularly important role in the formation of national identity
in Kazakhstan. The Kazakh language serves not only as a means of communication but
also as a symbol of cultural continuity and historical memory. Research by Kazakhstani
scholars emphasizes that the development of the state language is linked to processes of
national consolidation and cultural modernization. For example, B. Kylyshbayeva and
R. Seisebayeva note that Kazakhstan’s language policy is aimed at strengthening cultural
identity by expanding the use of the Kazakh language in educational, media, and public
spheres [15]. M. Zhusupbekova expresses a similar position, viewing language as a key
mechanism for preserving cultural memory and forming a national cultural code in the
context of globalization [16]. A number of studies also emphasize that the processes of
modernizing language policy, including the transition to the Latin script, are interpreted
as part of a broader project of cultural renewal and national self-determination.

Along with language, literary tradition plays a significant role in shaping cultural
identity. Kazakh literature serves as a space for representing historical experience
and collective memory, forming symbolic guidelines for national self-awareness.
Contemporary research shows that literary texts reflect key cultural values, historical
narratives, and ideas about national identity, while simultaneously serving as a
mechanism for their reproduction and transmission in public consciousness [17]. In
particular, works devoted to Kazakh literature and the national code emphasize that
literary texts shape ideas about cultural memory, traditions, and values that form the
basis of national self-awareness. Furthermore, studies of Kazakh poetry and literary
heritage (for example, an analysis of the work of Mashkhur Zhusup Kopeyev)
demonstrate that literature plays a key role in shaping national consciousness, reflecting
ideas of freedom, historical continuity, and cultural identity [18]. Cultural institutions,
the media, and theatrical arts are important elements in the formation of cultural
identity in Kazakhstan, ensuring the preservation and representation of society’s
cultural diversity. The activities of institutions such as the Assembly of the People
of Kazakhstan contribute to strengthening interethnic harmony and the formation of
a common civic identity while preserving ethnocultural characteristics. Television
programs and media discourses, in turn, form a unified information and cultural
space within which national values and linguistic norms are communicated. Equally
significant is theatrical arts, which serve as a space for the symbolic interpretation of
historical experience and cultural traditions, ensuring their continuity and relevance
in modern society. Together, these elements complement the linguistic and literary
mechanisms of identity formation, enhancing their influence through institutional and
visual forms of cultural representation.

In recent years, visual and media representations have increasingly been added to
traditional forms of cultural narrative. Between 2020 and 2025, Kazakhstani cinema
has demonstrated significant growth, reflected both in the growing number of film
projects and the expanding thematic range of national cinema. The contemporary
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Kazakhstani film industry demonstrates a steady trend toward creating works of art
that reflect national cultural identity and are based on historical events. Such films
not only reconstruct key stages of national history but also shape visual images of
collective memory, becoming significant elements of society’s cultural identity. Such
films include “Zhauzhurek Myn Bala”, “Tomiris”, “Amre”, “Kazakh Khanate”,
“Dawn of the Great Steppe”, “Mongol”, “Oyan, Kazakh!”, “Batyr from the Past”,
as well as more recent projects such as “Paralympiets” and “Qazaq Alemi”. These
cinematic works represent historical and cultural narratives, national values, and
symbols, contributing to the formation and strengthening of cultural identity in the
contemporary media landscape.

Thus, in the Kazakh context, the formation of cultural identity occurs through
the interaction of several cultural mechanisms. Language serves as a symbolic
consolidation of society, literature shapes the space of national narrative and historical
memory, while film and media serve as modern tools for the visual representation
of culture. Taken together, these factors allow us to consider Kazakhstan’s cultural
identity as a dynamic and multidimensional process in which traditional forms of
cultural heritage are combined with contemporary media practices.

Conclusion

The study demonstrated that the theoretical and methodological legacy of the
Birmingham School of Cultural Studies provides an important analytical framework for
studying the formation of cultural and national identities. Within this research tradition,
identity is viewed not as a static entity, but as a dynamic process shaped by cultural
practices, linguistic representations, and social discourses. An analysis of Stuart Hall’s
theoretical propositions revealed the key role of symbolic and discursive mechanisms in
identity formation. According to his approach, language, media, and cultural texts serve as
the primary instruments for representing collective self-awareness. Identity is thus formed
through the interpretation of cultural meanings and is constantly transformed depending
on the historical and social context. An examination of the ideas of Richard Hoggart and
Edward P. Thompson deepened our understanding of the cultural and historical foundations
of identity. Hoggart emphasized the importance of everyday culture and linguistic practices
in the reproduction of collective self-awareness, while Thompson examined identity through
the prism of historical experience and collective memory. Together, these approaches form
a comprehensive theoretical model in which identity is understood as the result of the
mteraction of cultural, social and historical factors.

A comparative analysis revealed that these theoretical propositions were further
developed in the Turkish research tradition, where cultural research methods were
adapted to the objectives of the national modernization project. Turkish researchers
view language, literature, and media discourses as crucial tools for shaping national
identity and symbolically consolidating society. Applying this comparative model to
the Kazakhstani context revealed that the formation of cultural identity in Kazakhstan
also occurs through the interaction of linguistic, literary, and media factors. The Kazakh
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language serves as a key symbol of cultural continuity and national consolidation,
while literary tradition shapes the space of historical memory and cultural narrative. In
recent years, cinema and the media have begun to play a significant role in representing
national identity, driven by the active development of Kazakhstani cinema and the
expansion of digital forms of cultural communication. At the same time, this study
identifies several promising areas for the development of cultural policy and research
in Kazakhstan.

First, further strengthening the role of the Kazakh language as a key cultural and
symbolic resource of national identity appears to be an important area. This implies
expanding its presence not only in the educational system but also in the media,
scientific communication, and the contemporary cultural industry.

Second, significant potential for strengthening cultural identity lies in the
development of a national cultural narrative through literature, cinema, and other
forms of visual culture. Supporting national cinema and cultural projects focused
on understanding historical memory and cultural heritage can contribute to the
development of a more sustainable cultural identity in society.

Third, a promising area is the development of interdisciplinary studies of
cultural identity, integrating cultural studies, sociology, media communications,
and anthropology. This approach will allow for a more comprehensive analysis of
contemporary processes of identity formation in the context of globalization and
digital transformation.

Thus, the study’s findings confirm that the formation of cultural and national
identity is a complex and multilayered process in which language, literature, and
contemporary media practices play a key role. The synthesis of theoretical approaches
from the Birmingham School, Turkish studies, and Kazakhstani cultural experience
allows us to view identity as a dynamic system of cultural representations and social
interactions that shape the collective consciousness of society in the context of
contemporary cultural transformations.
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K.K. XacueroBa, 3.H. UcmaramberoBa, H. O31emup
Bupmunrem mMexkTe0iHiH Oipereiylik KYObUIBICHIH 3epTTeyre KOCKAH TEOPHSJIbIK,
dlicHAMAJIBIK KIHe MIIeHH-(PHIIOCOPUSIBIK Yiieci

Anoamna. Makana BupMUHreM MOJICHU 3epTTeyJIep MEKTeOl IIeHOePiHIeTT MOICHHU )KOHE
VITTBIK OIpereiliKTI 3epTTEYaiH TCOPUSIIBIK JKOHE OICHAMAJIBIK HETI3ICPiH JKOHE OJIapIbIH
Ka3ipri oJIeyMeTTIK-MOJICHH ITPOLIECTEPre KOJAaHbUTYbIH TaliayFa apHaira. CtioapT XOJUIIbIH
TY)KBIPBIMIAMaJIbIK epekenepine, conmai-ak Puuapn Xorrapt men Dasapa I1. ToMIICOHHBIH
UiesUlapblHa €peKIlie Hasap ayJapbliajibl, oyiap OIperciiikTi MoAEHH TIKIpuOenep, TUIIIK
OKUIIKTEP JKOHE TapHXH KaJbl apKbUIbl KAJIBINTACATHIH JUHAMHUKAJIBIK TPOIECC PETiHIe
KapacTbIpa/ibl. JKyMbICTa OaThiC KOHE TYPIK 3€PTTEY JOCTYpJEpiHE CalbICTBIPMAIIb TaJay
wacanaapl. JKeke 0OenliM Ka3aKCTaHIBIK KOHTEKCTTI TalfayFa apHajfaH, MYHJA MOJICHH
Oipereilik TijI casCaThbIHBIH, d1e0H OasHIAyAbIH KOHE MEAUa-MOICHUETTIH Ka3ipri 3aMaHFbl
HBICAHJAPBIHBIH ©3apa IC-KMMBUIBI apKbUIBI KapacThlpbuiaibl. Kaszak TUTIHIH MOjieHH
cabaKTacThIK MEH YITTHIK IIOFBIPIAHY/bIH CUMBOJBI PETIHAETT POIliHe, COHJai-aK MOJICHH
JKaJIbIHbI KOPHEK] OeHHeIeyIiH MaHbI3Abl KypajbiHa aiHasatein 2020-2025 sxpuiaap Ke3eHiHae
WITTBIK KHHEMaTorpaThH 1aMyblHa €pEKIIe Ha3ap aylapblia/ibl. 3epTTey HOTHKEIepl MOJICHU
OipereilikTi KaJbIITaCThIPy ASCTYPIIl MogeHu dopMaiap MEH 3aMaHayd Meaua TaxXipuodenep
0ip-0ipiH TOJBIKTHIPATHIH KOII ACHICIIII ITpoIiecc ekeHiH kepcereni. JKahannany xaraaibiHaa
VITTBIK CaHAHBI KaJIBIITACTHIPY MPOLIECTEPIH TAIay YIIIH CaabICTRIPMAITbI TOCUIIIH OHIMILTIT
TypaJibl KOPBITBIHBI KaCaJ/IbI.

Tyitin co30ep: MoaieHU OIpereiyiK, YITTBIK Oipereiiiik, MoZIeHU 3epTTeyiep, bupMuHremMm
MekTe01, Ctrioapt Xosut, Tis xkoHe 971e0HeT, MOCHH XKalbl, MEINa-MOICHUET, KHHEMAaTOT padusl.

www.alfarabijournal.org ISSN 1999-5911 (Print)
84 9s-Papabu | Tom 24 3(95) 2026 ISSN 2960-2173 (Online)



Khassiyetova Zh., Ismagambetova Z., Ozdemir N. Theoretical, methodological and...

KK, XacueroBa, 3.H. UcmaramberoBa, H. O3nemup
TeopeTuyeckuii, MeTOFOJIOTHMYECKMIE M  KyJbTYpHO-GuUIocOPCKUl  BKJIaJ
BupMuHremckoii mKoJabl B Mcciae0BaHue (PeHOMEHA HIEHTUYHOCTH

Annomayua. Crarbs NOCBSILIEHA aHAIN3Yy TEOPETHKO-METONOJIOIMUECKUX OCHOBAHHH
MCCIIeJOBaHUS KYJIBTYPHOW N HAIMOHAJILHOM HICHTHYHOCTH B PaMKaxX BUPMHUHTEMCKOH IIIKOJIBI
KyJIBTYPHBIX HCCIICIOBAHWH M MX IPUMEHHMOCTH K COBPEMEHHBIM COIHAIbHO-KYJIBTYPHBIM
npoueccaM. Oco0oe BHUMaHME ynessieTcs: KOHIENTyaldbHbIM nosoxkeHusiM Crroapra Xoia,
a Ttaxxke uuaesam Puuapna Xorrapra m Opsapna II. Tommcona, KoTopble paccMaTpHBAIOT
UACHTUYHOCTh KaK JTUHAMHUYECKHH Tporiecc, (POpMUPYIOIINICS depe3 KyJAbTYPHBIC TIPaKTHKH,
SI3BIKOBBIC PETIPE3CHTANU M HCTOPUYECKYIO MaMsATh. B pabore mpoBOANTCS CpaBHUTEIHHO-
COIIOCTaBUTEJILHBIN aHAIN3 3alaJHOM W TYPELKOH MCCIIeIOBATEIbCKUX TPAAUIHN, B KOTOPBIX
SI3BIK, TN TEPaTy pan MEANHHbIE INCKY PCBI BBICTYTAIOT KJIFOUBBIMU MEXaHU3MaMHU ()OPMHUPOBAHUS
HAIMOHAJIBHOTO CcaMOCO3HaHus. OTHENbHBIA pPa3jesl MOCBAMIEH aHAIU3y Ka3aXCTaHCKOIO
KOHTEKCTa, I7Ie KYJIbTypHasl HICHTHYHOCTh PaCCMaTPUBACTCS Uepe3 B3aUMOJICHCTBHE S3BIKOBOH
MIOJIMTHKH, JINTEPATYpPHOTO HAappaTHBa W COBPEMEHHBIX (hopM MenuakyasTypel. Ocoboe
BHUMaHHE YICISIETCS] POJIM Ka3aXCKOTO SI3bIKA KaK CHMBOJIA KYJIBTYPHOH NPEEeMCTBEHHOCTH H
HalMOHAIFHON KOHCOJNMAAINH, a TAK)Ke Pa3BUTUIO HAIIMOHAJIBHOTO KMHEMaTorpada B epruosn
2020-2025 rr., KOTOpBI CTAHOBUTCS Ba)KHbIM MHCTPYMEHTOM BHU3YyaJbHOW penpe3eHTaluu
KyJIBTYpHOH TaMsTh. Pe3ybTarsl HCCIeI0BaHuUs MTOKA3hIBAIOT, 4TO (POPMHUPOBAHNE KYJIBTYPHOU
UJACHTUYHOCTH TPEJCTABISET cO00 MHOTOYPOBHEBBIH ITPOLECC, B KOTOPOM TPAJUIIMOHHbIC
KyJIBTypHBIE ()OPMBI ¥ COBPEMEHHBIE Me/ina IPaKTUKX B3aUMOJIOTIONHSAIOT ApYT npyra. Crenan
BBIBOJ] O IPOAYKTHBHOCTH CPABHUTEIBLHOTO MMOJX0/1a JUTS aHAJIM3a MPOLIECcCOB (POPMUPOBAHUS
HaIMOHAJIFHOTO CaMOCO3HAHMUS B yCIOBUSIX IVI00AIN3aIHH.

Knrwouegvle cnoea: «KynbTypHas WIACHTHYHOCTb, HANWOHAJIbHAS WJICHTHYHOCTb,
KyIbTypHBIE HCClenoBaHMsA, bupmunremckas mkona, Ctroapt Xom, s3bIK M JHTEPaTypa,
KyJIbTypHast HaMsATh, MEAUAKYJIBTypa, KHHeMaTorpad.
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