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Abstract. The humanistic outlook is the major valuable reference point allowing the person to 
find a support in the conditions of instability and social changes. This powerful ethical, spiritual and 
practical movement in the history of mankind which is chronologically connected with an era of the 
European Renaissance and remained till today as a component of culture and a conduct of life of 
the majority of civilized countries of the world. Unlike other doctrines about the person, humanity 
proceeds from recognition of the person as initial reality. Purpose, essence of the person, his reality 
and value in the person.
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Abstract. In the era of globalization changes, mankind has faced with the fact and the need 
of reconsideration not only their history, society, economy, etc., but also the place, roles and 
appointments of the person in this changing world. In all spheres of human activity (human 
interaction with nature, society and himself) reveals conflicting trends, which allow it to qualify as 
a transition period of a century. 

The danger connected with environmental disasters, religious extremism, depletion of natural 
resources, a planet overpopulation, economic disparity of regions, etc., threatening to mankind with 
self-destruction, – forced people to look for the events reasons in themselves and begin to review 
again the bases of the relations with the world. 

The concept of the person at the same time acts as system of external and internal cause and 
effect and structural-functional relations. The author of article considers a concept of the person 
through a prism of Koranic tradition.      

Analyzing a problem of the person in Islam the author addresses the materials which are contained 
in the Qur’an and Sunnah. The methodological principles of system and evolutionary approaches 
within which were applied the philosophical and anthropological analysis, a reconstruction method 
are involved in a research. 

On the basis of the conducted research the concept of the person, valid for tradition in Islam 
anthropology is reconstructed. 
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appearing as the bases of this historical and cultural phenomenon as dialectic unity universal and 
special (on the example of traditional Kazakh applied art). Application of complex (civilization, 
komparativistky and sociocultural) approach promotes penetration into an entity and the nature 
of traditional applied art as the syncretic integrity containing values, norms and the world pattern 
corresponding to this reality.
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Abstract. In article historical and cultural regularity, the social and public importance, an 
artistic and esthetic essence, ethical and instructive content of scientific-theoretical works of A. 
Baytursynov who stood at the origins of studying of the humanities, the Kazakh literature and 
language is analyzed. Despite the prohibition of studying of A. Baytursynov’s creativity, it is 
well-known beneficial influence of its theoretical works on forming of scientific-theoretical base 
of Kazakh. The author notes that further deeper development of its scientific works will allow to 
strengthen conceptual base and will promote systematization and enrichment of fund of scientific 
terms of Kazakh. During the lingvo-philosophical analysis of the terms and concepts created in 
theoretical works of the scientist it was proved that these terms are created, relying on the spiritual, 
psychological and conceptual bases of art and esthetic knowledge. It is revealed the importance of 
theoretical researches of the scientist, staticized by requirement of the Kazakh literature and social 
sciences of those times and kept the relevance till today.
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Abstract. In article the questions connected with Ancient Greek, Central Asian philosophical 
thought of the 9-13th centuries and the European philosophical thought of XIV–XVI of centuries 
are considered. The author made an attempt to find specific answers to the questions posed by the 
comparative analysis of cultures of the East and the West and, in particular, the initial stage of 
forming of philosophy of the European Renaissance through a prism of the line of the succession 
of the Muslim Renaissance going from the East to the West Renaissance. It is accented that in 
communications and the interrelations between parts and steps of development of the world the 
succession problem in time and space has a highest importance. In the 9–12th centuries in the 
east, mainly, in Central Asia, the advanced Muslim thinkers, reviving the Hellenic and Hellenistic 
philosophy, gave their interpretation and in such type acquainted with the representatives of the 
Western world. The continuity between philosophy of antiquity and philosophy of the Medieval 
East, on the one hand, and between philosophical thought of the Arabic-speaking cultural world and 
philosophy of the West – with another was conducted.    
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philosophical outlook, globalization.
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Abstract. In creative heritage of the outstanding Kazakh poet and thinker Magzhan Zhumabayev 
philosophical problems of universal scale were deeply developed, especially the problems of life 
and freedom, meaning of life and death, a ratio of belief and freedom were considered by the 
poet-philosopher through a prism of the good and evil . Magzhan is a thinker who could reserve 
integrity of conclusions and judgments concerning real historical events that is important for an 
explanation of the priority tasks set for the Kazakhstan society today. The ethical world of Magzhan 
Zhumabayev attracts interest not only because it is possible to explain who is he or how to explain 
him, but something bigger that has enduring value for revival of spiritual culture of our society as 
there is no present without cultural traditions of the past. 
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Abstract. Ethnic identity and its meaning are central to nation building in the post-Soviet era.  
We are interested in how different state policies may ‘activate’ particular attributes of identity and 
how individuals understand the meaning of these building blocks of ethnic identity.   We first assess 
whether the nation-building policies in Tatarstan and Kazakhstan have activated ethnic attributes 
like language and religion. We then use material from in-depth interviews and focus groups to 
examine how language and religion are understood.  Our interest is whether these attributes remain 
cultural markers, symbols of identity, or if their activation, practice is viewed as a necessary attribute 
of ethnic identity.
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Abstract. In the article, the role of Soviet national project in the formation of a Kazakh 
imagined community is examined. In the process of the transformation of the Kazakhs from a 
traditional nomadic society to an ethnic type nation, the key role played the introduction of the 
ethno-name “Kazakh” into Soviet social and political practice, the endowment of the Kazakhs by 
national republic with a territory corresponding to their historic settlement within the framework of 
the Soviet ethnoterritorial federalism. However, the imagined community of the Kazakhs had not 
reached the level of nation, because Kazakhstan was not a national state in appropriate sense in the 
Soviet national project. 
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Islam and Pluralism: What Сan the Maturidi School Offer?......................117

Abstract. The issue of building a pluralistic, human-centric and developed society is one of 
the most crucial for the post-Soviet as well Muslim-majority countries and societies. Therefore, 
it is of utmost importance for the religious doctrines to have a potential for internal ‘evolution’ 
according to the requirements of time, for example the capacity to evolve in accordance with the 
intellectual, legal, moral and ethical developments of a society and humanity as a whole. The authors 
by analyzing the epistemology of the Maturidi School of kalam attempt to show that Maturidi 
doctrine may have such a potential. On the whole, the authors argue that the Maturidi school which 
is based on ‘balanced theological rationalism’, ‘metaphysics of diversity’, ‘subjectivity of faith’ and 
‘to be focused on justice and society-centeredness’ can be seen as a good intra-Islamic mechanism of 
reforming the modern Muslims’ understanding of Islam and building a pluralistic and human-centric 
society. Furthermore, this doctrine can lay the Islamic ideational foundations of a just society in the 
realities of the modern secular world. The article also briefly discusses some of the progressive ideas 
of a Kazakh thinker Abay, which had been to a great extent shaped by the Maturidi theology.
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Abstract. This article explores the issue of state-religion relationship on the example of 
Malaysia and makes some conclusions for Kazakhstan realities. The article is based on interviews 
with scholars and religious activists in Malaysia and analysis of scholarly publication on this issue.  
Based on the research of Malaysian experience, the author argues for the maintenance of status 
quo in Kazakhstan, where state does not interfere directly into religious affairs, but only monitors 
and interferes to stop dissemination of radical movements and ideas. It is suggested to seek for 
opportunities to work with several religious organization representing traditional Islam instead of 
strengthening only one quasi-state religious organization and to avoid the politicization of Islam.
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